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Where to find 
Wikidata

→ (Almost) all Wikipedia articles 
have a Wikidata item associated 
to them.

→ Left hand-side column, under 
“Tools”.

Wikidata item 
for Jeremy 
Bentham



What is Wikidata?

→ Wikidata is a knowledge base.

→ Structured data for Wikipedia 
(and sister projects).

→ Readable by humans, but 
more importantly machines.

→ Anyone can edit Wikidata, 
even machines.

→ Main page: wikidata.org



Anatomy of Wikidata Item

Identifier, starts with “Q”

Short description

Value

Property
References

Invitation to edit!



Anatomy of a Statement



Wikidata item for Jesus Christ (Q302)



Why Wikidata 
matters

Google’s Knowledge Graph, data 
derived from:

● CIA World Factbook
● Wikipedia
● Freebase

Freebase is shutting down, and 
dumping all its data to Wikidata!

Important for SEO as well.



Use Case: 
Histropedia

Visual history timelines, powered 
by Wikidata.

Try it out:
http://histropedia.com/

http://histropedia.com/timeline/5x2ts53jzr/Scientists


Use Case: 
ProteinBot

Aim = provide Wikidata with up-
to-date high quality information 
about genes, diseases, and 
drugs.

Derived from authoritative 
sources.

Could power biomedical 
applications!



Wikidata Games

Edit Wikidata through games!

Play here:
https://tools.wmflabs.
org/wikidata-game/

https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-game/
https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-game/
https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikidata-game/


Querying Wikidata

Example: rock bands that start 
with “M”.

Have a go:
https://query.wikidata.org/

https://query.wikidata.org/
https://query.wikidata.org/


How is it useful in Education:

→ New research resource/method

→ Teach Semantic Web, Natural Language Processing

→ Build apps/tools/systems/software powered by Wikidata!



Thank you!

You can view the presentation here: https://goo.gl/X9lclq


