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“The teaching was felt to be engaging and challenging.”

“Students have complained about the delivery of the module. 25 out of 29 students 
(85%) say the tutor did not clearly explain the course material. 26 out of 29 students 
(90%) say they are not confident that the tutor can deliver the Term 2 course 
material to a high standard.” 

“Overall, the students have had a good experience. They enjoy the research-based 
approach, and many have noticed an improvement in critically reading of 
scientific papers and data interpretation.” 

“The main issue is that the course is not taught with enough details. Students find 
that there is no cohesion between the lectures and the resource materials.” 



 

“Students feel that it’s a shame that topics are not covered in a lot of detail, but they 
understand that this may be due to the nature of the module itself. “ 

“Students are generally happy with the lectures each day. The content is 
interesting, and lecturers are very good and engaging.” 

“The volume of work was difficult to keep up with.” 

“Students consider the programme challenging, interesting.” 



 

“Students are never sure what to prepare as won’t know what case study they are 
looking at until they come into the lecture. It would be best to know at least a week 
in advance what the lecture content will be in each module.” 

“Finding the online resources helpful especially the example briefs.” 

“There seems to be a lack of resources and support towards the project.” 

“The lecturer adapted the style of slides to the students’ feedback, and they found it 
very useful.” 
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“Some students felt they were not very prepared to begin their research project.” 

“Students suggested a formative draft thesis submission halfway through the year, 
possibly a draft introduction. Some supervisors did set this, and students found it 
beneficial.” 

“[Students] also asked for more worked examples for [the module] and to be able to 
access online assessments after the deadline to see where they had gone wrong as 
feedback.” 



 

“Students felt pressured with the deadline for the assessment being too close to each 
other.” 

“Assessment deadlines could be spread out more; students noted that during 
January to March there were no assessments until the end of March and then two 
at the same time in April.” 

“Students have raised [that there is an] issue with deadlines (essays and exams) 
being set around the same time.” 



 

“Students are happy with the module, but the assessment structure is difficult, and 
the video dialogue is proving stressful as it differs from standard essay-type 
assignments.” 

“[Exam duration] has been shortened to 2/3 hours whereby students had 24 hours 
previously.” 

“Two hours for two essays seems unfair and illogical to given time limit – when do 
scientists have two hours to write two papers?” 

“Very positive feedback received for the May presentation experience. Overall, 
students found it useful, interesting, and not too stressful.” 
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“Feedback on personal tutor/tutee interaction was mixed, with some students 
reporting they had had regular contact with their personal tutor and others 
needing more support.” 

“[My] personal tutor experience has been mediocre, if not poor.” 

“All in attendance were happy with personal tutoring over the summer term.” 

“Most students have not met with their personal tutors for terms 2 and 3, again 
many felt it would have been very useful to communicate with tutors especially 
during placement. We have been told our tutors would reach out to us which is why 
students have not pushed to arrange meetings.” 



 

“The dissertation workshops are very useful-will help students get more out of 
supervisor meeting.” 

“First workshop has already been held which was really helpful for structuring 
presentation 

A need for more office hours available with instructors when the assessment is 
released. 

“Some students are lacking prior knowledge of the programme and need additional 
support.” 
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“Students would like targeted sessions for healthcare on how to improve their CV, 
LinkedIn profile, how to network with people from the industry and public 
speaking. They really like the fairs and said there is lots of opportunities, but they 
believe they need more basic things covered too.” 

“Trainees reported that the majority of the cohort had now secured job offers post-
graduation.” 

“Career workshops for international students earlier in the academic could be 
beneficial for a lot of students.” 



 

“Students thanked the Department of its willingness to work with PhD students on 
issues related to employment post-qualification.” 
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“Students feel well supported, good student community and good feedback has been 
received about personal tutors.” 

“Students had enjoyed the social events but would appreciate more of these.” 

“Buddy system and cohort activity initiatives noted as useful for PT students to be 
able to meet fellow peers.” 

 



 

“In the current academic year these rooms were being utilised for teaching and as 
such the cohort perceived that they had lost a place to study together.” 

“Students stated that it is difficult to find a UCL study space to work in.” 

"We need common space. I know this is an issue since we moved into the 
refurbished building years ago now. But we are physically detached from the main 
campus that has plenty of open shared spaces. We really do need it in this building. 
So that different programmes have space to meet each other." 

“[There is a] lack of information around study room availability and the 
functionality in the rooms including facilities and equipment and that the overall 
feel is that the rooms available are not for PhD students to study. […] PhD students 
need more space.” 



 

“Students are pleased with the process of them giving continuous feedback.” 

“Students would like to have a space to sit down and have chat to talk about what 
works and what doesn’t within the department as a whole.” 

“Reps agreed that issues and suggestions raised by Reps were being actioned 
quickly, although they are not sure if the survey completion percentage rates of 
Students Evaluation Questionnaires (SEQs) or Early Module Feedback 
Questionnaires (EMFQs) are high enough to really be useful.” 

“[Student representative] noted that the SSCC is and has been very useful and she 
has felt able to share her feedback.” 
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“The students appreciate that their tutor always replies to their messages 
promptly.” 

“Module leads have been very good at responding to feedback and questions as they 
arise.” 

“There has been a lack of communication from the dissertations staff, resulting in 
students doing unnecessary work.” 

“Poor communication and lack of feedback contributed significantly to student 
stress and anxiety.” 

“Students complained about poor transparency and communication with faculty.” 



 

 

“The majority of students feel supported by the lecturers and programme structure 
and many students are engaged in the programme.” 

“The cohort felt that parts/sections of the modules were disconnected.” 

“While this course has been noted for its difficulty, it has also been noted for its well 
organised structure, with notes that complement the in-person lectures and online 
videos well; because of this, students are mostly positive about this module.” 

“A few students commented about the timings of the modules and how there are too 
many modules in the same period.” 



 

“Joint honours students complained about core modules timetable clashes.” 

“The representatives stressed that the lateness in receiving timetables caused 
dismay among the students and would be better to have received this in good time 
so students could organise their studies better.” 

“There were a few questions about timetable arrangements and last-minute 
changes. The Wednesday PM slot is unclear, and students don’t always know 
when/where they need to attend. Students who engage in sport/extra-curricular 
through the Student Union find there is often a clash with the Wednesday PM slots 
and they can’t attend.” 
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“For international students it is assumed they will be aware of Moodle but maybe 
some tutorials around that may be useful for them.” 

“Mixed reviews were received over the usability of Moodle with some students 
finding it hard to navigate but others finding it very easy to use.” 

“[One student] reported issues with accessing lecture slides on Moodle, with video 
content going down and not working.” 



 

“Students would prefer if lectures were recorded, which would enable them to 
review the information at a later stage.” 

“Concerns over some lecture quality, audio quality and logic in some didn’t quite 
make sense.” 

“Lecturecast recordings stop and cut off if lecturers run over time, some important 
points were missed because recordings ended.” 

“Students have fed back that Lecturecast recordings have been helpful and useful 
in reviewing teaching material.” 

“Students complained about insufficient classrooms.” 

“Students complained about lecture room locations being far apart [and] lecture 
room allocation.” 

“Classes are often located a long distance from one another, causing disruption to 
teaching.” 



 

“Students have raised issues about their space not having adequate lighting and 
poor ventilation.” 
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https://studentsunionucl.org/articles/cost-of-living-what-we-found/
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https://studentsunionucl.org/articles/cost-of-living-what-we-found/
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