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Welcome to UCL Gliding Club! We know you're excited 

to take to the skies, but before that, here's a bit more to 

discover that will enhance your flying experience 
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Becoming a Member 

UCL student 

1. Log into UCL student union 

https://studentsunionucl.org/ with your 

UCL user ID, and search for “Gliding Club”. 

2. All the necessary links will be posted here. 

After buying the membership, you need 

to join the Facebook and WhatsApp 

groups to receive all the notifications 

regarding our activities. 

Facebook Group: weekly sign-up form 

and flying schedule will be posted here. 

WhatsApp Group: all the activities will 

be updated here. 

Note: if you registered preferred name in UCL 

system, please inform our captain your real 

name, which match with your official ID, when 

you sign up for weekly flying.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-UCL student/alumni  

You need to create a UCL student union account through 

https://studentsunionucl.org/user/register before buying our membership. After you become 

member of UCL GC, please contact captain directly for weekly sign-up. 

 

https://studentsunionucl.org/
https://studentsunionucl.org/user/register
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How to sign up 

Weekly sign-up form will be released on Tuesday midday, and closes at 12PM on Thursday, in our 

Facebook group. Please sign in with your UCL account to fill the form (please contact captain 

directly if you are non-UCL student/alumni). The form requires you to indicate your weekend 

availability, flying experience level.  

 

Priority will be assigned to early submissions, first time flyers, 

and those who got slot cancelled last week due to weather 

conditions.  

 

Weekend flying schedule will be released on Friday in both 

Facebook and WhatsApp groups, as it requires time for CGC to 

coordinate instructor and confirm several key factors including 

weather. After you got selected for this weekend, please join 

your day’s flying WhatsApp group to confirm you attendance.  

 

If it’s your first time flying, you need to fill in the CGC Trial 

Lesson Membership Form through 

https://form.jotform.com/CGCMembershipSec/CGC-

Temporary-Form (link will also be posted in the whatsapp 

group) 

  

https://form.jotform.com/CGCMembershipSec/CGC-Temporary-Form
https://form.jotform.com/CGCMembershipSec/CGC-Temporary-Form
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What to Prepare 

Photo ID 

Upon arriving at the train station, you must sign in at the RAF Guardroom before proceeding to the 

airfield. Always carry a valid form of ID (passport, EU National ID card, driver's license, BRP). Please 

note that UCL student ID is not accepted. If you registered a preferred name in the UCL system, 

ensure you have informed our captain your real name when you sign up, as the name you use to 

sign in must match with your official ID. 

 

Food and Plenty of Water 

There are no stores or vending machines near the airfield, so please bring your lunch. The sun at 

the airfield can be strong, so make sure to bring enough water to stay hydrated.  

 

Sunglasses  

Sunglasses are essential for visibility in strong sunlight. If you wear prescription glasses, ensure that 

your sunglasses also have the correct prescription to prevent any vision-related issues.  

 

Hat  

A hat is recommended for sunny weather. However, if your hat has a protrusion on top, DO NOT 

wear it in the glider. A collision with the canopy during the flight could break your skull. 

 

High Factor Suncream 

The UV index is usually high when the weather is favorable for gliding. To avoid sunburn, it's highly 

recommended to bring sunscreen or apply it beforehand.  

 

Power Bank 

You’ll be at the airfield for most of the day, and there are no charging facilities. Bringing a power 

bank is a good idea to keep your devices powered.  

 

Extra Layer 

Although the weather may be pleasant during the day, it can be chilly in the morning and 

evening. Additionally, the wind at the airfield can be strong. Bring a thick jacket or sweater to 

keep warm. You may want to remove these layers before getting into 

the glider, as it can get warm inside once the canopy is closed.  
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Getting to the Airfield 

It’s recommended that you arrive at the airfield by 9:30 a.m. to prepare for the upcoming flying. 

Here’s how you can get there:  

1. Take the 7:57 AM Chiltern Railways service 

from Marylebone station to Wendover. 

Direction is usually towards Aylesbury. Booking 

an open return ticket is recommended, as it's 

more flexible in terms of return time, as well as 

making the overall journey cheaper. A railcard 

is always useful, so if you have one, please use 

it. All the available train can be found on app 

Trainpal, Trainline, Trip, etc. 

Sometimes (usually Sunday) the direct train to 

Wendover will be cancelled and replaced partly 

by bus. In this case, take the 7:42 Chiltern 

Railways service from London Marylebone to 

oxford, and change to rail placement bus to 

Wendover in Beaconsfield. Please note that 

railway services will be reduced to one train per 

hour on Sundays, so plan your trip in advance 

to avoid long waits at the station. 

 

2. Once at Wendover station, you have to sign in at 

the RAF Guardroom first. Please remember to bring 

an acceptable form of I.D. (Passport, EU National ID 

Cards, Driving licenses).  

You can find the location of this guardroom by googling RAF HAA on google maps, or clicking this 

link: https://maps.app.goo.gl/DnwTNJ5Wy4N3ivPB9?g_st=ic. To get there, you're presented with 

2 choices: 

- Book a taxi service to the 

guardroom: it should be 

relatively cheap separated with 

your group. The numbers of the 

companies are as follows: 

• Alexanders Taxis (Wendover) 

01296 620 888) 

• ABC Taxis ( Aylesbury) 01296 

423 232) 

• Taffs Cabs 01296 395003 

• Falcon Taxis 01296 520 000 

-Else, if the day is nice, you can 

choose to walk there. It is a really easy and nice walk to the guardroom and then to the airfield, 

but please remember not to be too slow either. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/DnwTNJ5Wy4N3ivPB9?g_st=ic
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3. Once you've signed in the guardroom, head to the 

airfield. You can find the location RAFGSA Chilterns 

Gliding Club on google map or click the link 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/gaYmNpMMU3Y8SyLJ9?g_st=ic. 

The walk from the guardroom should be a nice walk of 

about 10 or so minutes.  

 

  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/gaYmNpMMU3Y8SyLJ9?g_st=ic
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At the Airfield 

Before flying 

Upon arriving at the airfield, please find the instructors to confirm your attendance. The morning 

briefing begins around 9:30 a.m., covering the daily plan and weather details. To prepare for the 

day's flying, we need to clean the gliders and ensure they are in optimal condition. Gliders are 

made of lightweight materials to maximize performance, making them relatively fragile and in 

need of gentle care. If this is your first time flying, please inform the instructors and follow their 

guidance to avoid any damage. 

 

For specific instructions, such as how to properly enter the glider and wear a parachute, please ask 

the instructors for a demonstration. 

 

To ensure your own safety, please strictly follow the Mandatory Safety Rules and Medical Notes 

and Safety Brief. 

 

After flying 

Once all the flying sessions are completed, please return everything to its original condition: 

1. Return and Clean the Glider 

Place the glider back in the storehouse and clean it. Bugs and stains from the day’s flights 

should be removed to maintain visibility and ensure optimal performance. 

2. Check Accessories and Return Parachutes 

Check the parachutes and return them to their respective packages. Make sure to put 

the black boxes on charge. 

3. Cover the Gliders 

Ensure that the glider covers are put on. 

The flying day concludes after all tidy-up procedures are completed. If you wish to record your 

flying data, please consult the instructors. 

 

You do not need to return your pass to the guard room; you can head directly to Wendover 

Station. Keep your pass with you, as it can be exchanged for a new one if you forget your ID next 

time. 
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MANDATORY SAFETY and MEDICAL NOTES 
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Safety Brief 

  



11 
 

  



12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to UCL Gliding Club  

Hope you enjoy souring through the 

sky 
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