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What are library skills?
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Information literacy

Information literacy is knowing when and 
why you need information, where to find it 
and how to evaluate, use and 
communicate it in an ethical manner. 

CILIP 
https://archive.cilip.org.uk/research/topics/information
-literacy

JISC Digital Capabilities
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Information literacy

The skills that are required to be information 
literate call for an understanding of:
• A need for information
• The resources available
• How to find information
• The need to evaluate information
• How to work with or exploit results
• Ethics and responsibility of use
• How to communicate or share your 

findings
• How to manage your findings

JISC Digital Capabilities

PollEv.com/libraryskill690



Library skills training

• Finding information using print and online 
resources

• Advanced and systematic literature 
searching

• Evaluating sources and information
• Reference management software
• Citing references and avoiding plagiarism
• Copyright
• Research related library skills, e.g. research 

data management, open access, citation 
metrics
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Delivery of library skills training

• Integrated into academic programmes or 
modules
• Library research skills are important 

for research-based education
• Offered as part of a scheduled programme 

of sessions
• Online, self-directed learning
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