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A connected learning environment 

CLE 
cc: Cast a Line - https://www.flickr.com/photos/58754750@N08 



Limitations of 
the traditional 
LMS 

“…creates constraints on 
learning environments and 
learning continuity (Mott & 
Wiley, 2009) promotes a 
culture of dependency rather 
than autonomy for students 
(Powell, 2008), static 
resources, de- contextualized 
tasks (Harrington et al., 2005) 
and limits focusing on 
technology development” 

 

“Typical online learning delivered 
within an LMS requires fewer 
learner-centered skills” 

(Tu et al. 2012) 

 

cc: Curtis Gregory Perry - https://www.flickr.com/photos/33124677@N00 





An academic 

social network 

for UCL 

 

Making connections across disciplines 

 

Building communities 

 

Recommendations – communities, 
people, content - serendipity 

 

Motivations – community engagement 
rewards 

 

Social media feel and ease of use 

 

Equal status but stewardship needed 

 

Rich media 

  

Wisdom of the crowd  

 

Marketing Communications 

students investigated user 

needs for an academic social 

network – working title “UCL 

Together” 



Mentimeter.com 

Results 

https://www.mentimeter.com/
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/18cbc174f48640d0a21c3f2465d72bcd/34c7c6a9adc5
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UCL Connected Learning Landscape 

“widening and loosening of the 
boundaries of the conventional 
learning spaces of the university, and 
an increasing blending of learning 
activities with other aspects of living 
and working across multiple scales and 
types of space and locations in the city 
at large”  

(Nordquist & Laing, 2015 p. 340) 
 

• Hybrid physical and virtual learning 
experiences 

• Campus a means to encourage 
interaction and build a knowledge 
community 

• Creating spaces of convergence for 
planned and unplanned events and 
activities 

• Nexus for activity 

 

 

cc: Viv Caruna - https://www.flickr.com/photos/79017140@N08 
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Learning in 
time-bounded 
events 

“Having such an event as a 
focus gives learners 
something concrete to 
work towards and to 
reflect upon afterwards, 
together with a sense of 
personal engagement and 
excitement”. 

“the time-bounded nature of an 
event encourages people to learn 
together……encounters between 
amateurs and experts” 

(Sharples et al. 2014, p. 8) 

 

 

cc: Thorbard - https://www.flickr.com/photos/72281766@N00 





Communities 

Updates 

Events Recommendations 
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Characteristics of the right platform 

Social 
media 

feel 

Community 
collaboration 

tools 

Intelligent structured 
information – find, 
search, recommend 

AND: 
Easy to use (for education tasks) 
Looks like education not business 
Can build and customise 
Basis for culture of use 
EU hosted for data privacy 
Open source? 
 



eXo Platform 



Student Sites 

UCL Together  

Core 

VLE 



“UCL 

Together” 

Towards a Connected Learning Landscape for 

UCL – demonstrating process of education 

 

Embedded in UCL’s approach to research-

based education 

 

Sustaining active communities – research; 

SIGs; modules & programmes; student-only 

 

Providing networked induction events 

 

Supporting Core course 

 

Creating and maintaining relationships with 

alumni & prospective students 

 

Connecting with harder-to-reach students 

Timescale: 

January: Prior Information 

Notice & Request for 

Information 

April: Tender announced 

July: Implementation 



Mentimeter.com 

https://www.mentimeter.com/app 

https://www.mentimeter.com/


What conversation would you start? 

• Have a chat with the person next to you – what 

would you be likely to use an academic social 

network? 

• Does an academic social network answer a need 

you have as a UCL student? 




