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There are currently several academic English 
support services available to students at UCL  
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Plus departmental tutors / 

induction courses, Doctoral 

School courses, etc.  



UCL Centre for Languages & International 
Education (CLIE) 

• English for Academic Purposes modules  

• English language spring / summer schools 

• Pre-sessional courses  

• Resource bank for self-directed online learning 

– Videos 

– Online exercises 

– Audio materials 

– Books 

– Other resources 
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UCL Institute of Education Academic Writing 
Centre 

• Short academic writing skills courses  

• One-to-one appointments 

– 30 minutes with a tutor 

– Feedback on writing 

– No more than 1 per fortnight 

• Online discussion forums  

• Online resources 
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UCL Writing Lab 

• Workshops on academic writing skills 

• One-to-one tutorials 

– 30 minutes  

– Feedback on writing or advice 

– 3 per term 

• Daily drop-in sessions  
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UCLU Writing and Language Support Service 
(WALS)  

• Workshops 

– Academic English skills 

– British culture 

• Coffee & Conversation session 

• One-to-one tutorials 

– With a peer tutor 

– 30 minutes  

– 2 per term  

– Feedback on written or oral English  
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The academic English support offered by 
different UCL services is similar… 
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CLIE IOE Writing 
Lab 

WALS 

Workshops / 
courses? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

One-to-one 
tutorials? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Online 
resources? 

Yes Yes Yes No 

Conversation 
sessions? 

Yes No No Yes 



… but, access to these services varies by 
faculty, level of study & student status 
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CLIE IOE Writing 
Lab 

WALS 

Faculty No 
restriction 

IOE only Arts, SHS, the 
Bartlett & 

Psychology 

No 
restriction 

Undergraduate Yes No Yes Yes 

Postgraduate Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Student status International 
/ EAL only 

No 
restriction 

No 
restriction 

International 
/ EAL only 

Cost Fees apply Free Free Free 



Academic Literacies: Future plans at UCL  
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• Working group set up to expand writing support 
for UCL students.   

• Seeking to expand IOE and CLIE centres  

• Considering an online resource  

• UCLU have submitted a consultation response and 
will be working with UCL to expand provision.  



Student A 

• Masters student 

• Studying at IOE 

• Non-native English speaker 

Student B 

• PhD student 

• Studying at ICH 

• Native English speaker 
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IOE Academic Writing Centre 

UCL CLIE 

UCLU WALS 

For example, she could:  

• Up to fortnightly feedback on academic 

writing 

• Free short courses on writing skills 

• Two peer-feedback sessions on oral 

presentations each term 
 

Not eligible for any writing 

support services at UCL 

 

For example, she could:  

• Read books in library  

• Use online resources 

• Ask supervisor for feedback 



What can I, as a student, do in the meantime? 
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Effective method for 

improving writing skills 

Supports projects with 

potential to improve the 

learning experience 

Academic writing 

circle for PhD 

students at the Farr 

Institute 



Farr PhD academic writing circle 

• Meet twice a month 

– 1 full day of distraction free writing 

– 1 hour peer feedback session 

• Funding from UCL ChangeMakers for printing 
& session refreshments (+ admin support) 

• Evaluation after a three-month pilot 

• Publish a set of guidelines and resources in 
June so other student groups can replicate 
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Questions?/ 

Feedback  


